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The 881 st meeting of the Cattaraugus County Board of Health (BOH) was held at The Point 
Restaurant, 800 East State Street, Olean, New York on December 3, 2019. 

The following members were present: 
Joseph Bohan, MD Mayor David Smith 
Zahid Chohan, MD James Snyder, Sr., Legislator 
Sondra Fox, RN, MSN, C.S. Kathryn Cooney Thrush, NP, MSN 
Theresa Raftis 

Also present were: 

Kevin D. Watkins, MD, MPH, Public Health Director 

Tom Brady, County Attorney 

Barb Hastings, Legislator 

Donna Vickman, Legislator 

Raymond Jordan, Sr. Public Health Sanitarian 

Debra Lacher, Secretary to the Public Health Director 

Colette Lulay-Pound, Administrative Officer 

Barb Parish, Supervising Community Health Nurse 

Dave Porter, Hearing Officer 

Dr. Paul Schwach, Clinic Physician 

Eric Wohlers, Environmental Health Director 


The meeting was called to order by Dr. Joseph Bohan. The roll was called and a quorum, was 
present. 

Dr. Chohan made a motion to approve the minutes of the BOH meeting held on November 6, 2019, 
the motion was seconded by Mayor Smith and unanimously approved. 

Dr. Chohan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Professional Advisory Committee 
meeting held on October 16, 2019, the motion was seconded by Sondra Fox, and unanimously 
approved. 

DIRECTORS REPORT: Dr. Watkins reported that influenza season is upon us and activity 
levels in NYS have been categorized as geographically regional. There were (723) laboratory 
confirmed influenza reports in NYS the week of November 23rct, which is a 77% increase over the 
previous week. There were (6) laboratory confirmed influenza reports for Cattaraugus County, and 
influenza B appears to be the predominant strand amongst the confirmed cases. 

There has been (1) influenza associated pediatric death reported this season in NYS. 
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Dr. Watkins stated that last month he reported a local pharmacist reported his frustration about the 
delay of shipment for the high dose influenza vaccine, the pharmacist still repo1is a wait list for 
residents wanting this particular vaccine. The department has received its shipment of high dose 
vaccine last week, and plans on holding (3) community influenza pods at the depaiiment 
specifically for this age group. Studies have indicated that the high dose vaccine was nearly 25% 
more effective preventing influenza in adults that are 65 years of age or older, relative to the 
standard dose vaccine. The high dose vaccine is also associated with a lower risk of hospital 
admission compared to the standard dose vaccine for those 65 years of age or older, especially 
those living in a long term care facility. It is still recommended anyone 6 months or older who 
have not been vaccinated against influenza, get vaccinated as a first line of defense. 

Pulmonary illness associated with black market vaping products; NYS Department of Health has 
received numerous reports from NYS physicians of severe pulmonary illness ranging from persons 
14-71 years of age who were using at least one vape product prior to becoming ill. Laboratory test 
results show very high levels of vitamin E acetate in nearly all the cannabis containing samples 
that were analyzed by NYS's Wadsworth Laboratory as part of this investigation. At least (1) 
vitamin E acetate product has been linked to nearly every patient that has submitted a product for 
testing. Healthcare providers have been asked to contact their local poison control center for 
anyone using vape products and experiencing symptoms such as shortness of breath, cough, chest 
pain, fever, nausea, or vomiting. For the boards review, Dr. Watkins provided a copy of the latest 
case data report on the investigations from vaping related illness that has been identified in NYS 
by counties. Weekly reports of vaping-related illnesses continues to increase in NYS, as of date 
nearly (200) cases have been rep01ied. Of the (200) cases reported (116) have been identified as 
confirmed and probable, (77) under investigation, and (7) are out of state which means they were 
treated at a NYS hospital but reside in another state. Western New York has seen a large number 
of pulmonary illnesses associated with vaping. Cattaraugus County has seen at least (1) case, Erie 
County has seen at least (5) cases, and Monroe County has had at least (10) cases. A copy of a 
NYS Health Advisory that was sent to all local medical providers was provided to everyone in 
attendance. This advisory is a detailed guidance for clinical practices and includes an algorithm 
which provides a stepwise approach for identifying the type of lung damage that has been observed 
in this outbreak and guides providers through the process of distinguishing it from other illnesses 
such as respiratory infections. Dr. Chohan asked where the vitamin E acetate came from. Dr. 
Watkins replied that it is a by-product of the diluents (oils) and thickeners in the black market 
cannabinoid-containing products. When heated and aerosolized, diluting agents, and their 
breakdown products is thought to be what is causing the inflammatory cascade that results in the 
vaping associate illnesses. Dr. Watkins stated that vitamin E although approved to ingest, has not 
been approved to be inhale. Mr. Jordan, Senior Public Health Sanitarian added that the 
environmental health division has completed compliance checks on all (28) establishments that 
sell e-cigarettes in Cattaraugus County, and no sales were made to minors paiiicipating in the 
compliance checks. 

Last week the department received an inquiry from a local residents asking why Rite Aid Pharmacy 
is still selling tobacco products in Cattaraugus County. The resident further expressed that Erie 
County had taken a stance against pharmacies selling tobacco and wondered why Cattaraugus 
doesn't do the same. A recent local law was passed in Erie County in December 2018. The local 
law named "public health protection act" makes smoking in a motor vehicle with a child under the 
age of 18 present, illegal, the law also bans the marketing and selling of tobacco or nicotine 
products including e-cigarettes, in pharmacies and other healthcare institutions. 
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Dr. Watkins reminded the Board that in May 2017 a discussion was held prohibiting smoking in 
vehicles with children under the age of 16. The Board felt enforcement would be difficult with 
drivers passing through the County, and unaware of the law. The Board at that time instructed the 
department to conduct an educational campaign about this initiative. A copy of an example of the 
current educational advertisement on the adverse effects of smoking in vehicles was provided to 
those in attendance. Dr. Watkins added that the Board also sent a recommendation to the County 
Legislators asking them to support two state bills that were in the Senate and Assembly prohibiting 
smoking in vehicles where minors are passengers. The County Legislators adopted a resolution to 
support the two state bills. In 2014, the Board sent a recommendation to the County Legislators to 
suppo1i two state bills that were in the Senate and Assembly ending tobacco sales in pharmacies 
in NYS. The County Legislators adopted a resolution to support the two state bills. Sondra Fox 
stated that if Erie County has passed a local law to prohibit smoking in cars with children, she felt 
that Cattaraugus County should do the same. County Attorney Brady said there would be no reason 
why a recommendation couldn't be made but the questions remain what level of enforcement has 
taken place in Erie County since they adopted this local law, and are there any lawsuits pending 
on this local law. Dr. Bohan stated that he agreed that the county attorney should see where there 
might be a legal problem involved in enforcement of such a local law. County Attorney Brady 
reiterated that if the Board wishes to make a recommendation they may. Dr. Watkins stated he 
would bring this back to the Board at the February meeting for further discussion. 

NURSING DIVISION REPORT: Mrs. Parish, Supervising Community Health Nurse, reported 
that the homecare census is (277). Admissions for the month of November was (112), there were 
(49) new admissions to the agency and (63) readmissions (patients from the past). 

In maternal Child Health, there are (12) Medicaid Obstetrical and Maternal Services (MOMS) 
cases. 

In family planning, New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) is looking at agencies who 
provide Hepatitis C virus (HCV) rapid testing. Currently, the State provides free kits to these 
agencies but going forward if an agency do not obtain a certain percentage of testing, then 
NYSDOH may no longer provide the kits free of charge. If this happens, the department will 
probably not provide the HCV rapid testing, but rather the HCV venous testing. 

Sexually transmitted infections for the month ofNovember included (19) cases of chlamydia, (15) 
females and ( 4) males. Four of the individuals were tested and treated at the Cattaraugus County 
Health Department (CCHD). There were (2) cases of gonorrhea (one male, and one female). 

Communicable disease for November included (2) positive Lyme cases, (2) chronic hepatitis C 
cases, and ( 1) legionella case. 

There are (81) open lead cases, (3) were new referrals, (3) lead tests were done at (2) WIC clinics, 
and there were (9) referrals to the environmental health division to conduct lead assessments for 
children with lead levels of 5ug/dl or higher. The lead coalition meeting in November held 
discussions regarding a physician's conference to be held in the spring to try and increase physician 
testing rates. 

Rabies, in November, there were (4) rabies post-exposure prophylaxis series administered, the 
exposures were from (1) cat, (2) bats, and (1) fisher, and (1) rabies pre-exposure prophylaxis series 
administered. 
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Influenza, there has been (1,750) community influenza vaccinations administered between the 
months of September through November. One clinic was held at the Olean High School and was 
a student organized health project. In addition, the department provided (600) doses of influenza 
vaccine to the Pines nursing home for them to administer to staff and residents. 

Three additional community walk-in clinics in the month of December will be held to promote the 
high dose flu vaccine. First at the Machias satellite office, December 41

\ the Olean office, 
December 9t1i, and the Salamanca satellite office on December 12111

• 

Dr. Bohan shared that he recently read an article about sexually active teenage girls and the article 
stated that more than 70% have chlamydia. In the future there may be many infe1iility problems. 
Mrs. Parish shared that the department is working on a performance incentive project for expedited 
partner treatment, and they will be meeting with Dr. Hammer next Monday. Dr. Watkins stated 
that the department continues to provide free prophylaxis for those who wish to have them, and 
the prophylaxis are also provided to other county departments such as social services, community 
services, and probation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION REPORT: Mr. Wohlers rep01ied on the home 
explosion that occurred in Allegany. Some residents have reported shifts in their drinking water 
quality since the event, and many are concerned about the dangers possibly posed. Mr. Wohlers 
stated that the department has attended town board meetings and provided fact sheets to the local 
residents who attended. The health department laboratory is only certified to test for bacteria, and 
nitrates in drinking water. Therefore the department reached out to NYSDOH who is ce1iified to 
test for additional elements in drinking water. NYSDOH sent (5) water kits and the department is 
making arrangements to test the well of the home that exploded and their immediate neighbors. 
Once the tests are completed and mailed to the appropriate laboratory, the results should be back 
within two weeks. Dr. Watkins and Mr. Wohlers had a phone conference with the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) representatives, Allegany town supervisor, and Emergency 
Services. Dr. Bohan asked if the home in question heated with propane, natural gas, or oil. Mr. 
Wohlers replied there is no natural gas, but the individual had a small propane tank to operate his 
kitchen stove, and he had a tank of heating oil for his boiler. The investigation is looking at his 
drinking water well which did not terminate above grade where it would be vented to the 
atmosphere, instead the well terminated in a buried well pit, and the well pit was connected to the 
basement of his home. No official determination has been made regarding the cause of the 
explosion. Legislator Hastings asked what is being done for the neighbors as far as assessing the 
potential for other homes to explode. Mr. Wohlers replied a fact sheet had been prepared, and if 
anyone notices odors, hears something, notices headaches that they can't explain then they should 
report it. Hardware stores also sell detectors that will alert a homeowner to organic gases. 

The new elevated blood lead standards went in to effect October 151 
, at that time the environmental 

health division had (1) individual working part-time in that program. Seventeen new referrals have 
come in since October, most have already been followed up on. Hopefully the department will be 
interviewing and hiring a new employee shortly after the first of the year to assist with the 
increased lead caseload. 

The next free rabies clinic will be held on Saturday, January 4th, at the Little Valley DPW building. 

Two water projects that the department is anxious to finish prior to winter include the Village of 
Cattaraugus, and the City of Salamanca. 
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Enforcement Report: Mr. Porter rep01ied on the Administrative Hearing held on November 12, 
2019. 

DOCKET #19-026: 

Respondent: Russell J. Finch, 10878 Jamestown Road, Randolph, NY 14772. 

Violations: Sanitary code of the Cattaraugus County Health District Section 16.6.1. 
Respondent constructed an onsite waste water treatment system at 10518 
Earl Seaton Road, Town of Napoli without obtaining a permit to construct 
from this department. 

Recommendation: That the $195.00 stipulation be changed to a $195.00 fine and then 
doubled as respondent did not appear for the administrative 
hearing. The $390.00 fine is to be paid on or before 12-31-19. A 
$10.00 per day per diem will be levied for every day not in 
compliance. 

A motion to accept Judge P01ier's recommendation was made Mrs. Fox, and seconded by Mayor 
Smith, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

Old Business: Dr. Watkins stated that back in March 2019 the Board ordered that for (1) year the 
New Lakeview Chinese Restaurant permit to operate be issued quarterly, and the facility must be 
re-inspected prior to the end of each quarter, and the results presented to the Board to determine if 
a permit should be reissued. The department would like to report that the last inspection conducted 
on November 25, 2019 identified (1) critical violation, and (7) minor violations. The red (critical) 
violation was corrected on site. The blue (minor) violations were all repeat violations, both owners 
and son have taken the manager food training class and passed the exam. 

Dr. Bohan recommended that inspections should be done monthly as opposed to quarterly. A 
motion to require monthly inspections was made by Legislator Snyder, seconded by Ms. Raftis, 
and unanimously approved by the Board. 

Dr. Bohan stated that the Health Department depends on the legislature to appropriate adequate 
funds for the services that the Health Department provides. Certain legislators are very faithful 
attendees at Board of Health meetings, and provide points of view that add to our discussions. 
Legislator Donna Vickman, district three, is currently the majority leader of the Republican Party, 
and she has served for 12 years. Legislator Sue Labuhn, district five, is currently the minority 
leader of the Democratic Paiiy, and has served for 8 years. Legislator Barb Hastings, district 6, has 
served for 4 years prior to which she was the Health Department Director. James Snyder, Sr. is 
currently the Chairman of the Legislature, a legislator for 39 plus years, and a Board of Health 
member for more than 20 years. Plaques were presented at the meeting to Donna Vickman, Barb 
Hastings and James Snyder, Sr. Sue Labuhn, who was absent, will receive her plaque via mail 
which honors her contributions to public health. 
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There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Smith and 
seconded by Dr. Chohan and unanimously approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

'K_· ~- LJL,11.0. 
~Watkins, M.D., M.P.H. 
Secretary to the Board of Health 




